Friday, April 2 Good Friday

Today’s Reading: Matthew Chapter 27:62 — 28:20

Today’s Devotional Message is by Pastor David Rispoli

“So Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth is given to me. So go and
make followers of all people in the world. Baptize them in the name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit. Teach those people to obey everything that | have told you. You can be sure that | will be
with you always. | will continue with you until the end of the world.” Matthew 28:18-20

That last hug. That last kiss. That last look. That last wave. Each of them is very important
when you are leaving someone you love, especially if it could be the last time you see them for
awhile. But the last word, that one last message, is precious. You try to make it pleasant ... you try to
make it memorable ... you try to make it affectionate ... but most of all, you want your one last word to
count!

The Great Commission is Jesus' last earthly message to his disciples in the Gospel of
Matthew. While Jesus still leads and guides, this is the message he wants his disciples to remember
as his parting command. This is his final message. He stresses emphatically that it is based upon his
authority over everyone and everything and everywhere. What is that message? GO MAKE
DISCIPLES!

Notice Jesus doesn't want us running all over the place telling about him. Notice he doesn't
just want us baptizing everyone we see. Notice he doesn't just want us to teach others to follow him.
He wants us to do all three! Go, baptize, and teach to obey so they will be my disciples, too! If we
heed these marching orders, if we get out of the shadow of our church buildings, he will go with us!
That's it. That's Jesus' one last word. It's also our first word!

Prayer: Dear God, equip us to be about your kingdom and your mission on this earth. Help us to
never lose sight of this great command and great commission to make disciples. We pray this in
Jesus name, Amen.



